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tory tools for the study of high magnetic fields or the study 
of protective materials for the re-entry phase of rockets. 

The report of this conference presents authoritative and, in 
many instances, quite detailed discussions of the equipment 
used for producing the high temperature plasmas or of the 
types of measurement that can be made. It is unfortunate 
that the relaxation of security restrictions in this general 
field did not come early enough to allow a much broader 
discussion of work with plasmas and possible applications. 
This restriction has left a somewhat unbalanced presenta
tion with some topics discussed in great detail and other 
topics barely mentioned. For those topics which have been 
adequately covered the reader will find a quite up to date 
and comprehensive treatment. Although this work will 
be of great value to those active in the plasma field, it will 
not be very useful to the casual reader who wishes to gain 
an over-all view of the activities in this field. 
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Progress in Semiconductors. Volume 3. ALAN F. GIBSON, 
B.Sc, Ph.D., General Editor, Professor R. E. BURGESS, 
Vancouver, B.C., American Editor and Professor P. 
AIGRAIN, Paris, European Editor. John Wiley and Sons, 
Inc., 440 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 1958. vii 
+ 210 pp. 10.5 X 23.5 cm. Price, $8.50. 

This is the third of an annual series of volumes reviewing 
various topics in the field of semiconductors. This volume 
contains the following seven articles: The Magnetoresis-
tivity of Germanium and Silicon, M. Glicksman; The Chemi
cal Purification of Germanium and Silicon, J . M. Wilson; 
Electronic Conductivity of Silver Halide Crystals, J. W. 
Mitchell; Silicon Junction Diodes, D. E. Mason and D. F . 
Taylor; Lifetime of Excess Carriers in Semiconductors, A. 
Many and R. Bray; Scattering and Drift Mobility of Car
riers in Germanium, M. S. Sod ha; Electronic Processes in 
Cadmium Sulphide, J. Lambe and C. C. Klick. 

The articles are about what we have come to expect from 
the first two volumes, being about 30 pages in length, with 
contents well described by their titles. Having read the 
book, I find little to comment on. The articles are gener
ally well written, with careful selection of material. The 
type continues to be too small, and the paper too yellow, 
for comfortable reading, and, of course, with most of the 
articles written between one and two years ago, many recent 
developments are not included. Nevertheless, these papers 
serve as worthwhile guides to the present status of these 
interesting topics and in most cases indicate the proba
ble direction of future progress. 
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Since peroxides are generally formed in the irradiation (in 
air) of biological systems and their introduction into such 
systems results in reactions which in certain cases resemble 
those produced by irradiation, the question has arisen whether 
there might be in some instances a causal relationship 
between biological radiation reaction and formation of per
oxide. This and related problems, particularly that of the 
role played by gaseous oxygen in radiation biological reac
tions, formed the subject of a conference which was or
ganized by the biological section of the lnstitut du Radium 
of France and held in Paris on January 10-11, 1957, under 
the chairmanship of R. Latarjet. The volume under review 
is made up of the 17 papers and accompanying discussions 
(35 pages) which were presented at tiiis conference. The 
papers describe mainly current experimental work and are 
printed as given in French or English. With one exception, 
the 30 participants were Britisli and French and among 
those present were T. Alper, T. A. Y. Butler. E. Chapiro, 
L. H. Grav. M. Haissiuskv, "k. Latarjet, M. Magat, C. 
Paquot, J . St. Philpot, F . II Sobels and J. Weiss. 

The volume begins with a paper (15 pages) by Paquot on 
autoxidation of fatty substances, through which the reader 
becomes acquainted with pertinent aspects of peroxide 
chemistry. Thereafter, follow analytical studies on the radia
tion formation of peroxides in various organic compounds of 
biological interest, including cumene (M. Durup, 9 pages), 
amino acids and peptides (S. Okada, 4 pages) and nucleic 
acids and related compounds ( J . A. Y. Butler, 3 pages and J. 
Weiss, 3 pages). Then papers on the presumptive indica
tion of peroxide intermediates, in different biological radia
tion reactions including killing of mice ( J . St. L. Philpot, 
ct al., 8 pages), inactivation of transforming principle in 
pneumococci (R. Latarjet, et al., 9 pages), genetic effects in 
drosophila (F . Ff. Sobels, 10 pages) and inactivation of 
bacteriophage (D. Maxwell, 4 pages). Various aspects of 
the effect of oxygen are dealt with by L. H. Gray (The 
influence of oxygen on the radiosensitivity of cells and tis
sues, 9 pages), M. Ebert and A. Howard (Modification of 
the oxygen effect by gases, 4 pages), T. Alper (A mech
anism for the oxygen effect suggested by some recent ex
periments, 8 pages) and C. Vermeil (Reactions en chaine en 
phase aqueous et "effect oxygene," 7 pages). Gray's ar
ticle includes reference to the practical usage of compressed 
oxygen in radio therapy. 

Together these papers and discussions give a well rounded 
picture of the present status of an important subject in radia
tion biology. Paper and printing are good. There is an 
author index, but one misses a subject index. 
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The distinctive features of this series of monographs were 
described in reviews of the two first volumes in T H I S JOTR-
NAL.1 '2 The present volume is composed of three articles 
written in French, the titles of which, are in order of ap
pearance: M. Burton: Radiolyse de liquides organiques (59 
pages); A. Chapiro et M. Magat: Polymerisations amor
cees par les radiations ionisantes (76 pages); and A. 
Charlesby: Effects des rayoimements de grande energie 
sur les polymeres (09 pages' . The articles provide authori
tative accounts of subjects, which, although they have been 
studied more intensively only during the last 5-10 years, 
have already reached a considerable degree of development. 

Burton's article lists 123 references and is made up of two 
chapters. L'nderlying physical facts are explained in the 
first chapter. The second chapter reviews the experimental 
data, with separate sections on hydrocarbons (which have 
formed the center of interest so far), halogeuated hydrocar
bons, alcohols, aldehydes, ketones, acids, ethers and esters. 
Particular attention is given to the problems of mixed sys
tems and the detection of free radicals in irradiated fluids, 
by the techniques of radioactive halogens, of diphetiyl-
picrylhydrazine and of polymerization. 

In 1925, Lind and Bardwell, Coolidge ami Muud and Koch 
published accounts of radiation polymerization in ethylene 
and acetylene gas. The polymer was obtained as an oily 
deposit on the wall of the reaction vessel. Thirteen years 
later Hopwood and Phillips described polymerization in 
different liquid vinyl compounds under the influence of -,-
rays and neutrons. Little was done in the field of radiation 
polymerization during the war, but over the last decade, it 
has received a good deal of attention, in part because of its 
potential industrial interest. Chapiro and Magat give a well 
documented 1175 references) account of the subject with 
emphasis on the more fundamental aspects. The article is 
introduced with a brief outline of pertinent elements of the 
general theory of polymerization, then follows a chapter mi 
the character of radiation polymerization, and thereafter de
tailed accounts of the kinetic behavior of the more important 
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